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‘‘TThhee VVooiiccee ooff IIrreellaanndd’’ 
iiss ccoommiinngg ttoo SSccoottllaanndd!!

““TThhee bbeesstt vveerrssiioonn ooff DDaannnnyy BBooyy bbaarr nnoonnee!!””
EERRIICC CCLLAAPPTTOONN

IN HIS long career, Tommy Fleming has
played at venues like Carnegie Hall and the
Boston Symphony Hall, but Scotland has
always held a special place in the heart of
this globe-trotting singer from Sligo.

The music and culture in Scotland made an
impact on him when he first played in Glasgow
almost a quarter of a century ago, and it is to that
city which he returns on April 6, followed by a trip
to the capital on April 7, to treat his fans—old and
new—to his celebrated back catalogue of music.
Despite an early career that would qualify him as

a ‘slow burner,’ Tommy always believed he would
reach the big stage, explaining to The Irish Voice:
“I always thought it would come. I wouldn’t say I’m
arrogant, but I really had no self-doubt. I always had
a vision of what I wanted to do with my career.”
And he was right, after a few years honing his

craft in smaller venues around Ireland it was in
the town of Westport in Mayo, while performing
a charity gig that his break came. There he was
spotted by the great Phil Coulter, and within days
was joining him on stage in Dublin. Within months
he had crossed the Atlantic to thrill huge audiences.
The following years saw him in Japan, Hong
Kong and Australia—where his music proved a
particular hit—to confirm the meteoric rise.

Defining moment
Perhaps the defining moment of his life and career
came just as his star was rising, however, when a
horror car crash in Sligo saw him escape his burning
vehicle with a broken neck, and be airlifted to
Dublin with the odds stacked against him.
It was to prove the making of him, however,

and not only did he regain his physical health, but
he found the strength to get his career back on
track and realise his artistic ambitions.
“It’s 20 years now since the accident and it’s

funny, you know, despite the fact that I know I am
very lucky indeed—95 per cent of people with my

injuries wouldn’t have walked out of hospital—
and that not a day goes by without me thinking
about it I still say that the accident was the best
thing that ever happened to me,” he said. “It was
at that point that I realised the fight in me.”
With his return to health and with a new drive

to succeed with his music, Tommy (above) took to
the road, touring far and wide and delivering a
series of highly-acclaimed albums, and today
touring remains the bedrock of what he does.
“I’ve got a plethora of songs I can call on, on

stage, so it’s always nice when touring to go
through the process of what is working, using
what’s new but always building a performance
that the audience deserve,” he reflected. “I’m a
big believer in getting the small details right, like
never wearing jeans on stage and always appearing
right. The audience have taken the effort to come
and see you perform and you have to respect that.
My motto is that you must rehearse like you have
never won and perform like you have never lost, and
of course you must always respect the audience.”

Scottish audiences
The Edinburgh and Glasgow audiences have more
than earned that respect in Tommy’s book.
“I first performed in Glasgow in 1994 at Celtic

Connections and immediately loved the place,” he
explained. “It wasn’t just a great festival, but as an
Irish person you identify more with Scotland than
with any other country probably. Like us they
speak Gaelic and there is a great love of traditional
music and singing, so it is always very enjoyable
to perform in Scotland.
“Through my career I’ve performed all over,

from Australia to the States, but later in my life
now I’m happy to be able to concentrate on the
UK, and I’m fortunate that bringing music here is
never an uphill battle.
“Whether you are in Glasgow or Edinburgh you

know that you can go into a pub and there will be
sessions at any time of the day, such is the love of
music here.
“My father, God rest him, used to say that I was

like cow’s shite—never off the road—but as well

travelled as I am it’s nice to be able to share my
music a bit closer to home.”

No place like home 
That respect for Scotland is why it’s so important to
maintain his relationships with Scottish audiences,
because he shares their real respect for and 
understanding of music, song and storytelling, but
as much as he is absorbed by the music on the
road, coming home to Sligo is what fills Tommy
with the most joy.
“When you’re a performer you have to separate

your private life. I’ve always said I never believe
the press I’ve had, because you’ve got to remain
grounded,” he concluded. “I’m very fortunate in
that I’ve got a great family life, and I can always
return to the normal things like going out for my
run in the mornings or sitting talking to my dog, and
that I’m part of a really tight bunch with my band.
“We’ve been together for 15 years, and they're

an amazing group. We love the concerts but the
best moments touring are when we have a day off
to look forward to and we can disappear into the
corner of a pub and bring out the guitars to get a
session going, and that’s often where the next project
comes from, when we're just enjoying ourselves
and sitting on till four or five in the morning.”
His next project will be Voice of Hope II, set 

for Galway Cathedral, for which he will act as
performer, producer and—since its scale means it
will require a script—even an actor, but for now
the Scottish audiences can look forward to 
welcoming an artist who has done it all, but who
keeps the crowd at the centre of his performances
and knows better than anyone what it means to
bring his music to this side of the Irish Sea

n To find out more about Tommy, visit his 
website at: http://www.tommyfleming.net 

n dan@theirishvoice.com 

Irish singer aims to wow Scottish audiences
DAN McGINTY speaks with Irish musician, TOMMY FLEMING, about his career to date and upcoming Scottish gigs


